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Program  
 

1. Will THS reopen campus for students on August 19th? 
 

Based on current guidelines, we plan to welcome all students to campus for in-person learning 
five days per week.  Students will be assigned to a stable cohort and will remain with this group 
of students. 
 

2. Will my child be with the same teacher for the entire day? 
 

No.  While we understand the epidemiologist perspective that this may be the strongest 
mitigation strategy, we need to balance that with quality program delivery.  As wonderful as Mr. 
H is at teaching PE, he is not confident in his ability to teach emerging reading.  Similarly, Ms. 
Walker is phenomenal, yet not qualified to teach Mandarin.  Therefore, teachers will rotate to 
cohorts while adhering to safety guidelines. 
 
Limiting Daily Interactions with Multiple Teachers 
 

● Lower School art and music may be on monthly rotations. This would allow the teachers 
to create monthly art and music kits for students to avoid cross contamination. We plan 
for K-3 to focus on either Spanish or Mandarin each semester.  Upon reviewing various 
programs, we believe this will strengthen the foundation in each language. In addition, 
we will develop short, fun activities to maintain each language during the “off-semester.” 

● Lower School Lead and Associate teachers will work with each cohort. 
● Middle School will transition to a block schedule in which students will have academic 

courses every other day, but each will be for a longer period of time. 
 

3. Why is the Middle School schedule changing? 
 

There are two reasons:  
 

● Health and well-being - based on our understanding of the guidelines, limiting the 
number of daily teacher interactions decreases potential exposures. 

● Sound educational planning  



○ Current research reveals that adolescent brains take 13 minutes to transition 
from one class to another.  With a five minute passing period, students lose about 
56 minutes in transitions in a 7 period day.  In this new model, there will be 32 
minutes lost to transitions. Over a week, that is a net gain of 2.5 hours of learning 
time 

○ We believe the longer periods offer many exciting opportunities for deepening 
the classroom experience.  The Middle School team has been discussing this 
transition for a long time, so we have a great opportunity to roll it out and assess 
its efficacy. 

 
4. Does THS have enough classrooms? 

 
Yes, we have enough indoor space for each grade to have two teaching spaces. The 
Kindergarten room is big enough to accommodate two teaching spaces with dividers. 
 

5. Will THS use outdoor learning spaces? 
 

Yes, most teachers are excited about this possibility and Tanya Bruno, Director of Operations, 
will lead the effort in designating and preparing these spaces.  Parents who are interested in 
helping with this project should indicate so in the Family Readiness Survey. 
 

6. Will there be a remote option if I am uncomfortable sending my 
child to campus? 

 
Yes, we are in the process of developing the remote option.  This work will be informed by the 
number of families who choose this option and the grades of the students.  So please indicate 
your  preference in the survey. 

 
 

7. How will you accommodate students who may be quarantined? 
 

We are considering a few options which may include live streaming classes, having students 
Zoom into classes, providing work and remote support for completion.  This is a work in 
progress, but we are committed to supporting all of our students and families. 
 

8. Why will the schedule be different than in normal circumstances? 
 

First, the cohorts create both challenges and opportunities which we need to consider in 
creating a schedule. 
Second, if we need to transition to remote, we want the schedule to change as little as possible. 
By creating a schedule that transitions easily to remote, we hope to limit the amount of change. 
 



9. How will the cohorts be determined? 
 

The teachers will make recommendations to Associate Head of School, Carrie Smith, regarding 
returning students and she and Head of School, Andy Davies, will place new students. We will 
create heterogeneous groups of students based on learning style, personalities 
(introvert/extrovert) and achievement.   
 

10. If students are not grouped by ability, then how will their needs be 
met? 

 
We are committed to meeting each student, “where they are.” Meaning, within the cohort the 
needs of advanced, typical, and, emerging skills will be met. Our teachers use a differentiation 
philosophy which means that the curriculum is scaffolded based on four areas: Content, Skills, 
Process, and/or Product.  In most classes this is done in a way that children and parents do not 
see.   

 
Emerging reading and numeracy skills demonstrate a more obvious range.  An emerging reader 
may be intimated to read aloud to peers who have strong fluency, in this situation the readers 
may be in smaller groups working on lessons in each cohort. A similar situation happens around 
Seventh Grade Math.  Some adolescent brains are ready for the abstract nature of algebra, and 
others are not.  With the longer period and the flipped model, our Middle School math teachers 
can support/challenge each learner appropriately.  In discussions with our MS math teachers, 
they expressed excitement about the potential to truly meet each individual’s needs in the 
model. We have many Middle School students who aspire to complete Geometry by the end of 
Eighth Grade, and our vetern teachers are committed to ensuring each who desires this goal 
has the instruction and support to do so. 

 
It is critically important that neither cohort is seen as either the more or less advanced group 
of students. Our school is committed to providing a rigorous program for all. We are confident 
that our students’ needs will be met and the smaller cohorts might deepen the learning 
experience.   

 
11. Can I request that my child be in a cohort with their friends? 

 
We are committed to creating cohorts that support the academic, social/emotional, creative, 
and physical development of our students.  Respectfully, we request that you trust we have the 
best interest of individuals and all students at the center of all our decisions. 

 
 
 
 



Safety, Wellness, and Logistics 
 

1. Will THS take temperatures each day? 
 
Yes. 

● Students and Staff with a temperature of 100 or higher will be sent home. 
 

2. Will students need to wear masks? 
 
We will follow the state and county mandate which is ever-changing. As of today, students will 
be required to wear masks. 
 

3. Will teachers wear masks? 
 
Yes. Teachers will adhere to the 6 foot social distancing and wear masks with students. They 
will also be trained on all safety and cleaning protocols. 
 

4. What happens if a child is sick at school? 
 
We will have an isolation room to separate anyone who exhibits symptoms of COVID-19 until 
they are able to be picked up. 

● Sick staff members or students should not return until they have met CDC’s criteria to 
discontinue home isolation. 

● The area the student or staff person was in will be closed until proper cleaning and 
disinfecting can take place.  

● We work with the county health department through their existing protocols to conduct 
testing and contact tracing, as needed, and will identify whether quarantine of impacted 
students and staff is necessary. Contacts will be identified based on the duration of the 
contact, the proximity of the contact, and the number of people. 

 
5. Will the school close if a teacher/staff, student, or parent tests 

positive for COVID? 
 

● The need to quarantine an entire cohort or school site will be determined by Sonoma 
County Public Health officials depending on the extent of exposure. 

● Closure of an entire school would be determined by County Public Health Officials if 
there is an outbreak involving many cases in more than one classroom at the school site.  

● Given standard guidance for isolation at home for at least 14 days after close contact, the 
classroom or office where the patient was based will typically need to close temporarily 
as students or staff isolate. 

 



6. If you are using outside spaces, what happens if the air quality is 
poor? 

 
The cohort will be moved to an indoor classroom. 
 

7. What will drop off and pick up look like? 
 
THS staff members will meet families in the drop off circle and take temperatures from the car. 
Once the child has the green light we will direct them to their cohort.  

● The goal of drop off and pick up is to minimize contact between staff, students and 
families in the most efficient way possible. 

● We will be looking at staggering drop off and pick up times and will ensure that families 
with multiple students have the same schedule. 
 

8. Can we have Flag Salute? 
 
TBD, we are still looking at a variety of options here. 
 

9. Are parents allowed to be on campus? 
 
No. When school reopens, THS will be a closed campus to parents and visitors.  
 

10.Will there be hot lunch? 
 
Our lunch program provider will prepare lunches in a “grab and go” format should you choose 
to participate. Otherwise students will need to bring their own lunch. No sharing of food is 
aloud. We are planning for staggered lunch schedules so that students can be socially 
distanced. 
 

11. If we have a specific COVID question or concern who should we 
contact? 

 
Tanya Bruno, our Director of Operations  
 
If a child or staff member becomes sick with COVID-19 symptoms, test positive for COVID-19, 
or has been exposed to someone with COVID-19 symptoms they should not come to school and 
should notify our designated person.  

 
 

The FAQ’s are based on the direction provided by the existing Sonoma County Public Health Order 
and SCOE guidelines. As conditions and health orders change, so will this guidance. We are committed 
to evolve with the requirements. 


