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Hatchet by Gary Paulsen 

Thirteen-year-old Brian Robeson is on his way to visit his father when the single-engine plane in which he 
is flying crashes. Suddenly, Brian finds himself alone in the Canadian wilderness with nothing but a 
tattered Windbreaker and the hatchet his mother gave him as a present—and the dreadful secret that has 
been tearing him apart since his parent’s divorce. But now Brian has no time for anger, self pity, or 
despair—it will take all his know-how and determination, and more courage than he knew he possessed, 
to survive. 

 

Mysterious Benedict Society (BOOK #1) by Trenton Lee Stewart 

"Are you a gifted child looking for special opportunities?" Dozens of children respond to this peculiar ad 
in the newspaper and are then put through a series of mind-bending tests, which readers take along with 
them. Only four children--two boys and two girls--succeed. Their challenge: to go on a secret mission that 
only the most intelligent and inventive children could complete. To accomplish it they will have to go 
undercover at the Learning Institute for the Very Enlightened, where the only rule is that there are no 
rules. But what they'll find in the hidden underground tunnels of the school is more than your average 
school supplies. So, if you're gifted, creative, or happen to know Morse Code, they could probably use your 
help. 

 

Comeback Kid: Hot Hand by Mike Lupica 

It's simple. All Billy Raynor wants to do is shoot. After all, he is one of the best shooters in the league. But 
with his dad as his coach, and his parents newly separated, somehow everything's become complicated. 
His brother Ben hardly talks anymore. His mom is always traveling on business. And his dad is always on 
his case about not being a team player. But when Ben's piano recital falls on the same day as the 
championship game, it's Billy who teaches his dad the meaning of being a team player. 

 

The Year of Billy Miller by Kevin Henkes 

Billy Miller visits the statue of the Jolly Green Giant at the end of summer vacation, he has an unlucky fall 
and ends up with a small lump on his head. What a way to start second grade, with a lump on your head! 
As the year goes by, though, Billy figures out how to navigate elementary school, how to appreciate his 
little sister, and how to be a more grown up and responsible member of the family and a help to his high 
school teacher mom and work-at-home artist dad. Newbery Honor author and Caldecott Medalist Kevin 
Henkes delivers a short, satisfying, laugh-out-loud-funny school and family story that features a diorama 
homework assignment, a school poetry slam, cancelled sleepovers, and epic sibling temper tantrums. 

 



 

Gregor the Overlander by Suzanne Collins 

When Gregor falls through a grate in the laundry room of his apartment building, he hurtles into the dark 
Underland, where spiders, rats, cockroaches coexist uneasily with humans. This world is on the brink of 
war, and Gregor's arrival is no accident. A prophecy foretells that Gregor has a role to play in the 
Underland's uncertain future. Gregor wants no part of it -- until he realizes it's the only way to solve the 
mystery of his father's disappearance. Reluctantly, Gregor embarks on a dangerous adventure that will 
change both him and the Underland forever.  

 

Flora and Ulysses  by Kate DiCamillo 

It begins, as the best superhero stories do, with a tragic accident that has unexpected consequences. The 
squirrel never saw the vacuum cleaner coming, but self-described cynic Flora Belle Buckman, who has 
read every issue of the comic book Terrible Things Can Happen to You , is just the right person to step in 
and save him. What neither can predict is that Ulysses (the squirrel) has been born anew, with powers of 
strength, flight, and misspelled poetry -- and that Flora will be changed too, as she discovers the 
possibility of hope and the promise of a capacious heart. From #1New York Times best-selling author 
Kate DiCamillo comes a laugh-out-loud story filled with eccentric, endearing characters and featuring an 
exciting new format -- a novel interspersed with comic-style graphic sequences and full-page illustrations, 
all rendered in black-and-white by up-and-coming artist K. G. Campbell. 

 

Wishtree by Kristina Applegate  

Trees can't tell jokes, but they can certainly tell stories. . . Red is an oak tree who is many rings old. Red is 
the neighborhood "wishtree"—people write their wishes on pieces of cloth and tie them to Red's 
branches. Along with her crow friend Bongo and other animals who seek refuge in Red's hollows, this 
"wishtree" watches over the neighborhood. 

You might say Red has seen it all. Until a new family moves in. Not everyone is welcoming, and Red's 
experiences as a wishtree are more important than ever. 

 

 

Treasure Hunters by James Patterson 

The Kidd siblings have grown up diving down to shipwrecks and traveling the world, helping their famous 
parents recover everything from swords to gold doubloons from the bottom of the ocean. But after their 
parents disappear on the job, the kids are suddenly thrust into the biggest treasure hunt of their lives. 
They'll have to work together to defeat dangerous pirates and dodge the hot pursuit of an evil treasure 
hunting rival, all while following cryptic clues to unravel the mystery of what really happened to their 
parents–and find out if they're still alive. 

 



 

The Wild Robot by Peter Brown 

When robot Roz opens her eyes for the first time, she discovers that she is alone on a remote, wild island. 
She has no idea how she got there or what her purpose is--but she knows she needs to survive. After 
battling a fierce storm and escaping a vicious bear attack, she realizes that her only hope for survival is to 
adapt to her surroundings and learn from the island's unwelcoming animal inhabitants. As Roz slowly 
befriends the animals, the island starts to feel like home--until, one day, the robot's mysterious past 
comes back to haunt her.  

 

Little House in the Big Woods (Book #1) by Laura Ingalls Wilder 

Little House in the Big Woods, the first book in the Little House series, takes place in 1871 and introduces 
us to four-year-old Laura, who lives in a log cabin on the edge of the Big Woods of Wisconsin. She shares 
the cabin with her Pa, her Ma, her sisters Mary and Carrie, and their lovable dog, Jack. 

Pioneer life isn’t easy for the Ingalls family, since they must grow or catch all their own food as they get 
ready for the cold winter. But they make the best of every tough situation. They celebrate Christmas with 
homemade toys and treats, do their spring planting, bring in the harvest in the fall, and make their first 
trip into town. And every night, safe and warm in their little house, the sound of Pa’s fiddle lulls Laura and 
her sisters into sleep. 

 

Mixed up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankenweiler by E.L. Koingsburg 

When suburban Claudia Kincaid decides to run away, she knows she doesn't just want to run from 
somewhere she wants to run to somewhere—to a place that is comfortable, beautiful, and preferably 
elegant. She chooses the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York City. Knowing that her younger 
brother, Jamie, has money and thus can help her with the serious cash flow problem she invites him along. 
Once settled into the museum, Claudia and Jamie, find themselves caught up in the mystery of an angel 
statue that the museum purchased at an auction for a bargain price of $250. The statue is possibly an 
early work of the Renaissance master Michelangelo, and therefore worth millions. Is it? Or isn't it? Claudia 
is determined to find out. This quest leads Claudia to Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler, the remarkable old woman 
who sold the statue and to some equally remarkable discoveries about herself. 


